The orthopaedic manifestations of Smith-Magenis syndrome.
Smith-Magenis syndrome is a rare condition, which occurs due to interstitial deletion of chromosome 17. In order to evaluate the various orthopaedic characteristics of this syndrome, we examined 22 patients in the UK. The orthopaedic characteristics included brachydactily, short stature, flat feet and scoliosis. We found that 30% of our patients had significant scoliosis and some of them required corrective surgery. The objective of this paper is to describe the general orthopaedic and spinal manifestations of the syndrome and provide an overview of the other medical characteristics that an orthopaedic surgeon might encounter. We highlight this condition as a rare cause of progressive scoliosis that is not reported in the orthopaedic or spinal literature. As a result of this study we recommend a screening programme for scoliosis in children with Smith-Magenis syndrome.